What Materialism Means
If the existence of reason, and therefore of intelli-
gence, is denied, we shall be threatened with rever-
sion from a semi-intelligent to an unintelligent order.
Does the experience of human history confirm or
refute the materialist claim that ideas do not cause
public events?
When Christianity flooded the world it brought
with it a set of values which were a challenge to
existing conceptions. It was not the rich and the
powerful who counted most; the poor and the weak
were the direct heirs of the kingdom of heaven.
We need not pause in this context to consider how
far this teaching became adulterated in practice,
once Christianity was adopted as the official religion
of European society. We should look rather at the
abbeys and churches which were built and the
monastic orders which were founded, or we should
trace the growing power of the Church and the
Papacy in political affairs and in secular life. We
are then confronted with an indisputable fact:
namely, that Christian belief transformed Europe
and determined the whole structure of mediaeval
civilization. It may, of course, be urged that Europe
became Christian only because of certain economic
events, and we may say that it is as hopeless to
decide whether ideas cause events or via versa, as
whether the hen or the egg comes first. Yet if we
consider the men who first preached the Christian
gospel, we shall hardly maintain that they were
influenced by any economic changes, for in the
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